Conwy Valley Ramblers Chairman’s Report 2023 
         2023 has seen Conwy Valley Ramblers organising a wide variety of walks, both in distance and terrain, throughout the year. The membership stands at well over 200 (2022 – 233). There have been walks every week, sometimes two, with group numbers ranging from 3 to over 20. Many thanks to the volunteer Walk Leaders who have generously given up their time to organise, check out and lead these walks for us; it is at the heart of what the Ramblers are for, and is greatly appreciated.
             This year’s away-trip to Chorley, organised by Dave and Ruth Connolly in April, was thoroughly enjoyed by 11 members, so many thanks to Dave and Ruth for a trip that was thoroughly enjoyed by all, with many photos of the holiday available on our website and facebook page.
     The Conwy Valley Ramblers Annual Lunch was held on Sunday 29th January at a new venue for us, the Penrhyn Arms, Penrhynside. and 23 members enjoyed, following a 3 mile walk over the Little Orme and Angel Bay led by Joanna as an appetiser, a sociable time and a good value meals. The 2024 Annual Lunch will be held on Thursday 22nd February at the North Wales Golf Club, near Maesdu Bridge on Bryniau Road, Llandudno.
     More thanks are due to  Joanna Slattery and Shaun Layton for maintaining the Conwy Valley Ramblers website (conwyvalleyra.org.uk), used so frequently by both local members and visitors, and available for publicising walks which Walk Leaders may wish to put on after the Walks Handbook has been printed. The website continues to be a ‘mine of information’, containing all sorts of information, from contact details to public transport, and is regularly updated, including photos taken on walks and pathwork sessions.
     Shaun and Christine Layton, along with Dave Connolly,  have continued to manage the popular Conwy Valley Ramblers facebook page, which has now over 300 members, giving the Ramblers locally a very wide coverage. This gives a similar coverage of walks and events as the website, and so is an alternative means of getting in touch with people, and people getting in touch with us.
    Shaun has taken on the important responsibility for Programme Coordination of Walks – many thanks to Shaun for sorting out the various walks for the Handbook, ensuring that all the details go out to members, with a variety of dates.
     Thankyou to Dave Connolly for having taken on the role of  Treasurer for our group (and also, of course, our auditor, Roger Lee), enabling the group to function smoothly and properly. As with most good things, they work well because the organising that goes into it doesn’t get noticed! Dave has now introduced internet banking into the position, which will facilitate the handling of finances in general.
    Thankyou also to the members of the committee :  Margaret Norwood,Dave Connolly, Shaun Layton and Joanna Slattery.  We are without a Secretary and  Membership Secretary, so any member who would like to take up one of these positions, or simply join the committee, is welcome to contact me at any time. 
     So, to end this report, it’s a “Thank you” to all who have made the walks that have taken place this year enjoyable and interesting. Let’s hope for many more in 2024!     
                                                                                             Kevin Slattery, Chair.
