Chairman’s Report/ Newsletter   June 2016
A wet winter has been followed by a promising spring this year, and another full programme containing 42 walks is taking place. There is currently a total of 13 Conwy walks leaders – many thanks are due to those leaders for giving up their time in preparing and organising these walks for our benefit. As always, new walk leaders would be very welcome. (Again, Doreen White has generously led a big proportion of the walks (14) in the Programme.) So remember, if you have a favourite walk which you would like to share and take other Ramblers on, and you are not a walk leader at the moment, please contact Andy Wilson. Don’t worry about “going wrong” – we’re all very understanding- we’ve done it as well!

The Annual Lunch took place at the Waterloo Hotel, Betws y Coed, in February. With 5 members working up an appetite with a 3 mile stroll beforehand, 22 enjoyed a three-course meal and coffee in a pleasant and friendly atmosphere.

Andy and Jean provided members with yet another chance of a walking holiday in April, in South Wales. Based in Caerphilly, whose enormous castle was the location of the final morning’s visit, the group of 13 enjoyed four days of walking, led by Andy Wilson and Mary Lloyd – Mary, and her sister Nora, providing us with a great source of local knowledge. The good weather allowed us to enjoy the beauty of the post-industrial Valleys to the full. Many thanks to Andy and Jean for having put in the time to provide us with such a well-organised, enjoyable week – this, of course, in addition to the regular walks which they lead in our programme of local walks. 

Andy and Jean are currently giving members another great opportunity to walk abroad, this time in Switzerland. If you are interested, contact Jean or Andy. 

On the subject of holidays, remember that our group funds benefit when Ramblers holidays (worldwide) are booked. We have received 2 x £30 and 2x£10 as a result of those booking by stating they were members of Conwy Valley. There is a new summer brochure out now. 

We continue to have a monthly path monitoring day, where members go to a pre-specified area not checked in the Big Pathwatch survey in order to make sure that the paths and stiles are in good condition. Any problems are reported to the Environment, Roads and Facilities (ERF) department of Conwy County Council. The contact email address for problems encountered while out walking remains erf@conwy.gov ,but as before, we welcome members also informing the Conwy Valley Ramblers, so that we can follow up the issues (details on the CVR website)through the Ramblers County Footpath committee, with John Buckley now secretary. We have met some of the managers of ERF in order to remind them that we can help with path maintenance issues and are currently scheduled to do some path clearance and step construction work. Also, we have been on site with Alan Williams from ERF to point out some of the problems, and these problems were subsequently dealt with. 

In the Llandudno area, the monthly footpath monitoring walks, organised by the Town Council, have temporarily ceased, as the organiser has moved away. However, we have agreed with the Council to consider organising these monitoring walks, as they are an important means of ensuring the maintenance of footpaths in the area, and give members the chance to talk to local councillors about issues connected with walking.

In March, a number of members went to a day school about the “Lost Ways” project, which involves claiming legal status as footpaths for paths which do not have such status, and must be claimed before the end of 2025. For further details, contact Max Grant. There are more details in the Area newsletter.

Thanks go to Andy Wilson for organising a useful and enjoyable First Aid course earlier this year. This was for any members who wished to renew/obtain First Aid skills. Any other members wishing to do the same, please contact Andy (priority will be given to Walk Leaders). 

Last but not least, news of the 2016 Conwy Valley AGM. We have changed the format this year. It will take place on Saturday 15th October in the newly refurbished Ty Llewelyn Community Centre, beside Llandudno Hospital. The day will begin with a morning walk led by Jean and Andy from West Shore. Meeting place details will be published in the programme. Refreshments will be provided at the community centre for the AGM, but we will need to bring our own lunches. The afternoon session of the AGM will begin at 1.30pm with a speaker from another local organisation (still being confirmed, check the website or ask one of the committee) followed by the Business section. 

So, a big thank you to the Committee for spending the time and effort on organising everything. And, of course, thanks once again to the Conwy Valley members, who continue to make the walks fun and worthwhile.

                   Wishing you many more miles of enjoyable walking!           Kevin.           
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